Dual Penalties

There are two simple rules for dealing with Dual penalties

1. Give the first option of accepting or declining the penalty to the non-offending team on the first penalty.

2. Recognize that the penalties can only be applied (sawed off) at one of three spots:

a. Point of Last Scrimmage

b. Point of Possession

c. Point Ball Held at the time of the first foul

Once these three rules are understood the application of dual penalties becomes straightforward.

Example One

Team B is called for offside and Team A is called for holding during the play

First penalty is against Team B, so Team A should be asked to either accept or decline the offside penalty and then Team B should be asked if they wish to accept the holding penalty.  In terms of where to apply the penalties the first penalty (offside) is normally applied at PLS and therefore these two penalties will be adjusted at PLS.

Example Two

Team B is called for pass interference.  The ball is intercepted and Team A is called for UR Face mask on the tackle. 

First option is to Team A to either accept the PI or allow the interception to stand.  Obviously they will accept the PI and then Team B can accept or decline the UR.  Again PI is normally applied at PLS, so these two penalties will be sawed off at PLS.

Example Three

Team A punt.  Team B hold while the ball is in the air and then Team A is called for No Yards on the return.

Team A has first option.  Accept the holding by Team B.  And then Team B has the choice of applying the No Yards call against Team A.   If both penalties are accepted, they will be sawed off at the POP by Team B.   The first penalty occurred when the ball was in flight on a kick, therefore the first place the penalties can be applied is at POP

Example Four

Team B intercept a pass and during the run back are called for illegal block.  Team A is called for holding later during the run back and finally piling on during the tackle. 

Team A has the first option to accept the illegal block.  Due to the interception, the PLS has lost significance with respect to the penalties that occur after the interception.  Therefore the penalties, if accepted, should be adjusted at the PBH at the time of the first penalty. 

Example Five

3D and 5.  Team A throws a screen pass which goes for a 35 yard gain. After gaining about 20 yards, Team A is called for holding.  Team B is also called for holding later during the run and finally Team A is called for OC after the play. 

Team B has the first option to accept or decline the holding.  Again the PLS has lost significance due to yards being gained before the first penalty was called.  Therefore all three penalties, if accepted, will be sawed off at the PBH when the first penalty was called. 

Sample questions

1. Fumble recovery by Team B.  During the return, Team B is called for blocking below the waist, Team A is later called for holding and finally for UR (Face Mask) on the tackle.

Ruling_______________________________________________________ 

2. Team B are called for offside.  Team A are called for Illegal substitution (too many men).  Team A are called for holding during the play.

Ruling ________________________________________________________

3. Team A KO, while the ball is in the air, Team B are called for blocking below the waist.  Team B run the KO back for a TD and are called for celebrating in the EZ (Obj conduct).  Team A is called for UR (Face Mask) run back.

Ruling  __________________________________________________________

4. Team A fumbles the ball in their backfield.  While the ball is loose, Team A are called for illegal interference on a loose ball.  While the ball is still loose Team B are called for illegal interference on a loose ball.

Ruling _______________________________________________________

